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z Sarah Pinborough

haoe laid-to call the sherif's ofru,.fo, all thati holy, call tbe sherffi

and thus these tzuo narratioe strands r:ill twine into afanilidr stlry
of horror, loss, and grief

Zhe town will come together, shocked and tearful. They asill take each

other's hands.

Tltey t:ill look to the Lordfor ansfl)ers.

And they a;ill pray.

nna's eyes opened to
For a moment, she di
head thumping unple

unfamiliar lines of her new b
up against the wall, settled in
flashed through the open win
breeze teasing the edges of th
hot and hear,y. No rain. No su

Her mouth was dry and hr
that only ever comes after une
up, jeans and tee twisted aroutr
lost somewhere on her sheets

Mom had got Grandma settle
upstairs and plugged herseif ir
must have fallen asleep.

When had that been? Ei1

checked her phone. Nearly fo
drifting off these days rather t
her little sister looked in on A_n

pang of guilt but dismissed i
She was more than capable of
and bed.

Anna got up, shook her clor
at the night. Lightning flasher
etery that sat between their hc
beyond the old wire fence like r

the receding dry earth. She suc.
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+ Sarah Pinborough

up, and tasted the dust carried on the breeze.If there was rain
anlwhere, it r,vasnt over this sorr)' excuse for a town.

Her head still pounding, she padded barefoot out into the hall-
u'ay. It was dark,lit only by the silent lightning cutting the sky out-
side, and when the thunder bellowed, she was sure the house shook

a little, the foundations loosening in the parched country earth.

God, she hated this house. It was big-too biq for just the four

of them-and had the lingering smell of a building probably left
emptv for years. Ar absent smell. fhat of a desiccated corpse, the

soul long gone. It was oppressirre, despite the size, and the way

the wood creaked and the rooms were filled with shadows always

gave the impression there rvas something or someone in the corner

of her eye that she couldnt quite see. The place totally creeped her

out,like the home from those old Amitiville movies.

She shivered despite the night warmth that snuck in through
the old walls. Unnatural shapes formed in the shadows as she went

downstairs, but she ignored them. A little fear was at least feeling

something, and there were plenty who would call that progre ss in

her post-trauma journey. For all her he art's pounding, she knew

there were no monsters and ghosts. She'd learned the hard way

that it was living people who did the bad things.

It was cooler downstairs, and from the hallway she could hear

the kitchen tap dripping into the deep ceramic sink like a clock

marking out the seconds befi,veen the flashes of light or.rtside and

the cracks of thunder that followed. She took a glass from the

cupboard and flinched as the pipes squealed unpleasantly when

she turned the faucet to fil1 it. She'd been glad to leave college after

everything and thought she'd be glad to leave their home in the

crq/-running, running, keep running av.tay front everything-btt
that was before theyd moved in here. Sure, the house was big and

cheap, but, just like the rest of the town, behinci the facade, it was

tired and vi,orn-out.

She screwed the faucet tight but the stubborn driir continued.

Another thing to add to the list for Lucas, the handyman Mom
had called in, rvho seemed to come every day and still the jobs

didnt get finished.When An
sug$ested Anna could do sor

hrppy. Something else for hr

doing her shifts at the diner
the world. Another sign that ,

with Anna's moods-the unsl
after all.

She took her glass and he

house. Her head throbbed slit

but almost, and she hoped tha

gone by the time she had to b
"I didnt faint."
Anna almost dropped her

the banister for balance. As I
the speaker was momentarilr
Grandma was standing in fr,
close her nose almost gruze(
less pale nightdress, arms thin
bones.

.I didnt faint," she repeatt

pressed them against the glas

finger as if trying to get the a

cfeepy to see her like that, ghor

Grandma much, not anyrnorr

watched as she tapped and g
whisper some song Anna vagr

ma's old Barbra Streisand CD
while listening to.

"Grandma?" Anna put h(
touched the old woman's arn

How long had she been stand

The singing became a qt
Grandma and she leaned her I

ious to Anna. "Is that me?" thr
Oh,great.There had been sc
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o Sarah Pinborough

since they'd moved-forgotten words, moments of confusion-but
this was the first tmlyweird episode while lVlom was at work, and

of course it had to be while Anna was up.

"Evelyn!" Anna said sharply, using Grandma's first name, and

finally the old woman turned aror.rnd, eyes wide and bewildered.
"It's me. Anna. You're okay."

Grandma stared at Anna for a long moment, and it was hard to

dislike her for her vicious tongue when she looked so r,ulnerable.

When there was no spite in her, Grandma just looked lost and

afraid.

"What are \ re doing in here?" Grandma glanced from Anna to
the window and then at Anna ap;ain.

"You teil me, Grandma."Anna carefuily led her back to her first-
floor bedroom at the other end of the ha1l. "Because I sure as shit

don't know."
"We shouldn't be here. l)on't you remember?" Evelyn was still

agitated. "We shouldrit be here."

"1 think that every day,"Anna said quietly. "But you all thought

moving to this place was a great idea. So here we are."

T
in the

he kitchen was no trnor

faucet continued to dril
boards to look for the
microwave. Although'

room, there was something d:

and new the surfaces were. Sh

thing. Kettle. Milk. Sugar.

Your grandmother's sick- She\

and more often and we need to l,

when I uas little. She ma! thinl
seem lost. It migbt be scary, but s

her than it isfor us, and we hatt
Loving her and looking afi

had been less judgmental abou

claimed that the nastiness was

Before she'd been diagnosed. J
The microwave pinged an

warm but not hot, in case Gran
Her care was less for Grandma
judgment and tbat's uhat com

comments hadrft been wiped
health-than the repercussion,

stark Either Anna watched or

her momt night shifts or rhe,'

turn would mean Anna doing r
job and there'd be a stranger in
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a Sarah Pinborough

Anna was usually awake, and she didnt like the idea of that at all.

lhis was the easiest option.

She stirred in two spoons of chocolate powder, then carried the

cup through to Grandma, flicking offthe kitchen light as she wetrt,

leaving the fhucet dripping alotre in the darkness"

Grandma was sitting up in bed,looking sideways out the win-
dow" "Wh1,doesn't it rain?" she said. No acknowledgment of the

strange lost moment that just occurred. Her voice was back to

normal. Brittle as dry sumlner twigs.'A1l this noise and light but

no rain. What's the point without the rain?"

"It'11 pass soon," Anna said. "Drink your hot chocolate and g<r

back to sleep."

"Dont talk to me like I'm a child, girl."
There she was. The Grandma Anna knew "I'm just trying to

help, Grandma."
"Why are you calling me Grandma, Claire) What is the

mn11s1-" Her head snapped around, irritated, and she stopped

mid-sentence. Claire was Anna's mother's name. The wrong per-

son. A wrong moment. Anna stood there, arvkward, as time settled

back down around Evelvn. Mavbe a nurse in the house wouldnt
be such a bad idea.

"Good night," she said quietlv.

She was pulling the door behind her when Grandma stopped

her"

'Anna."

Her own name, at least. Grandma was back in the building.
ttYes?"

Evelyn stared defiantlv at her from the bed, all her formidable

Gocl-fearing rage and strength now housed in that dirninished,

breaking-down body ancl mind, but if the old woman was afraid,

she wasn't going to show it.
"tank you for the hot chocolate," she said eventually. "Yott'd

best get some sleep. You'want to be fresh for work tomorrow." She

picked up the cup, took a sip, and went back to staring out at the

dry storm in the night. Anna took that as her ctle to escape.

Found Grandma in the sitting
'prdssed up against the window.

for. Maybe ages. Her hands we

She sent the text to her moth
stripped down to her T-shirt ar
was unsettled. Much as Anna di
lyn getting out of bed and poter
responsible, and she didnt want



'euo{ur roJ alqrsuodseJ eg o} }uE^{ },uplp eqs pue (alqlsuodseJ

IaaJ rar1 apeurJlosreq Surynq dprlualod put peqJo lno SurpaB u.{1

-e^EJo 
"epr 

aqt'urupur;n a)H ]pp1p EuuV sE l{rntr^l'peptesun sE,,\A

aLIS 'peq olur to8 put ffa^\rapun put ]rlqs-I ral{ o} u.uop peddrts

'tuooJ u,&\o Jeq ur IrEq allro uaq]':arllour Jeq o] lxa] aql ]ues eqs

'6urzearl araM spueq rap 'sa6e aq,(e71 ro1

araqt sem eqs 6uo1 Mo! Mou) l,uoc 'Mopurm aq) lsule6e dn passard

se^\ eL,|s ra}er"r 6u lie6 uaq,nr Luoor 6ururs aq} ur PurPueJg Punol

6 araH patc l.rt! e le5 /eq1

lrdrrr. ol em raq s? rEF:
er{r 

J: lno tuFz5 or )[J?g llrla,
er{s (.'/il,oJJoulol IJoa JoJ gsa5 e

p,noA,'r(gznlue,re prus egs .1rru1

'p1r-ry sB*\ uzruo.r plo aqtJl ur

'peqsputlp wq] q pasnog arl
elqeprurroJ req Ip'paq aqr uog

't.+ppq eqr ul )p"q san'El

peddors ElupuerC ualfur rag pu

],uPpo/ia esnoq aqf uI asmu t a

PelDes auIP s?'pre,q,me 1rrap 1

-rad Euoran eql'etu?u s..&tp(x[

peddors eqs pu? (perzrgrl 
luu

aq] sI r?q^\ ierr"IC 'zupuu.r

or tuvr,:r rsni tu,L'rvreu{ ,""V

"?.€H

oB puz atulororlo rog mo{1ug

s+nEJ 3B
lnq lq811puB eslou s$F IlV,.sE
or {JEg s?./$, of,ro JaH'Pasnf,
er{}Jo lueurtpeynouryu oN ?}
-uyY\ eq] lno sdz,rnepts tugoql

'sseurHBP alp u

'1ua.rlr, ogs se 1gftI uerlrlpl erp-grc

ag] pelJJEr uegt'rapatod arqoc

'lIE ]E rEr{]Jo BoPI eql e)U[ l.uPq


